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not without a certain right, since Tao, like Rita, has a
certain admixture of concrete substantiality.
I will first give a few illustrations from the Tao-te-king,
the classical book of Lao-tsze:
 1,	" I do not know whose son it (Tao) is ;   it seems to have
existed before God."    (ch. iv)
 2,	" A being there is,  indefinable,   perfected,  that existed
before heaven and earth.   How still it was how formless, alone,
unchanging, embracing all and inexhaustible 1    It would seem
to be the mother of all things.    I know not its name, but I call
it Tao."    (ch. xxv)
 3,	In order  to  characterize  its  essential quality, Lao-tsze
likens it to water :  " The blessing of water is shown in this, it
doeth good to all and seeketh at once the lowliest place, which
all men shun.    It hath in it something of Tao."
The idea of the energic process could not surely be better
expressed.
4,	" Dwelling  without desire,  one perceiveth its  essence;
clinging to desire, one seeth only its outer form."    (ch. i)
The kinship with the basic Brahmanic ideas is unmistak-
able—which does not necessarily imply direct contact
Lao-tsze is an entirely original thinker, and the primordial
image underlying both the Rita-BraJiman-Atman and Tao
conceptions is as universal as man, appearing in every
age and among all peoples, whether as a primitive energy
concept,\ as " soul force" or however else it may be
designated.
5,	"He who knoweth the eternal is comprehensive;   com-
prehensive, therefore just; just, therefore a king ; a king, there-
fore celestial;   celestial, therefore in Tao;   in Tao, therefore
enduring; without hurt he sufiereth the loss of the body." (ch, xvi)
The -knowledge of Tao has therefore the same redeem-
ing and uplifting effect as the " knowing" of Brahman.
Man becomes one with Tao, with the unending "dur£e
cr£atrice " ; thus to range this latest philosophical concept
appropriately by the side of its older kindred, since Tao is
also the stream of time.
6,	" Tao is an irrational, hence a wholly inconceivable fact;
Tao is essence, but unseizable, incomprehensible."    (ch. xxi)

